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Untangle is a firewall, unified threat management, and networking system all rolled into one. The Untangle company was founded in 2003 as Metavize, Inc. by John Irwin and Dirk Morris. In 2006, Metavize raised a $10.5M in venture funding, named Bob Walters as CEO, and renamed themselves to Untangle, Inc. In 2007, Untangle released the Untangle Gateway Platform as open source which allows them to capitalize on the countless new apps and improvements that the Untangle community creates. Through both open source and proprietary development Untangle has created a program that can become an integral system in a business network. Placing an Untangle system between the internet and the business network allows a network admin to control almost everything they could ever need to control from a single system. The applications included in a premium package of Untangle include:
· Virus Blocker

· Firewall

· Intrusion Prevention

· Phish Blocker

· Spyware Blocker

· Attack Blocker

· Web Filter

· Spam Blocker

· Application Control

· Ad Blocker

· Web Cache
· Bandwidth Control

· WAN Balancer

· IPsec VPN

· OpenVPN

· Captive Portal

· Policy Manager

· Directory Connector

· WAN Failover

· Reports

· Branding Manager

· Live Support

Installing and using Untangle is extremely simple. Untangle is installed like any other mainstream OS and after installation the interface makes performing customization of the Untangle server extremely easy. All that is needed is to drag the applications onto the virtual rack and hit the power button to bring it online. Any customization of the applications can be done by hitting the settings button on the appropriate application and using the new interface that pops up to perform any needed adjustments. Since the applications may be developed by users within the community or other companies, the settings interfaces may vary slightly. However, in all of the applications tested the settings pages were very straight forward and user friendly. Unless there are severe bugs with Untangle that we did not witness, Untangle would be an extremely useful tool in any network admin’s tool belt.

