Installing Fedora Core 3

Startup

Since Linux does not require a license key, there are no machines labeled for it. You may use any machine except the GX620 models, which are not compatible with Fedora Core 3. 

1. Insert Disc 1 into the CD drive and reboot the machine. 

2. Press Enter at the boot: prompt to continue with a graphical installation. 

3. Select Skip when prompted to perform the media test. 

4. Click next when asked for a language and keyboard mapping.

5. Select Custom when asked for the installation type.

Disk Setup

When you get to the disk partition setup menu, you will be given the choice to let the installer automatically partition for you or to manually partition with Disk Druid. For most people, automatic partitioning should be fine. You will need to delete all existing partitions before installing Fedora. After the disk is partitioned, continue on to Installation Options.

1. Select Automatically partition.

2. Select Remove all partitions on this system and uncheck Review the partitions created.

3. Continue on to the installation options section.

Installation Options

After the disk has been setup, you will be presented with a series of menus to set the basic options for Linux. When you get to the networking menu, you will be asked for a hostname. The hostname is the computer’s name and domain. You should set the hostname to Pod<#>Linux.pod<#>.edu. For example, if you are pod 2 then your hostname should be “Pod2Linux.pod2.edu.” You will also be prompted for a password for the root account. The root user is the administrative user in Linux. Set the password to pod<#>pod<#> (e.g. pod2pod2):

1. Boot Loader: No change required, click Next.

2. Network Settings:  Set the hostname to pod<#>Linux.pod<#>.edu.

3. Security Settings: Disable the firewall and SELinux (ignore the warning).

4. Language: No change required, click Next.

5. Time Zone: No change required, click Next.

6. Root Password: Set to pod<#>pod<#>.

7. Packages: Scroll to the bottom and select the everything option

8. Click through the confirmation, welcome, and license agreement screens.

9. Date and Time: set the time if needed.

10. Display settings: Should be auto-detected but may wish to set the resolution to 1024x786.

11. System user (non-administrative user):  username=pod<#>user, password=pod<#>pod<#>
12. Additional CDs: None needed, click Next.

Linux Basics

After booting into Linux, the login screen appears. You should login with a username of root and a password of pod<#>pod<#>. Root is the administrative account on UNIX. If you login as any other user, you will not have permission to make changes to the system.


To access the command prompt, you will need to run a terminal program. You can right-click on the desktop and select Terminal or click on Applications->System Tools->Terminal to open a terminal. At the prompt you can type the name of the command and press Enter to run it. If the command takes an argument, such as a filename, or an option, such as –a, there should be spaces between the name, options, and arguments. The following are basic Linux commands:

· cd <directory>:  change your current location to <directory>. (A directory is the same as a folder.)

· ls: list the files contained within the current directory.

· cp <source files> <destination>: copy files from <source> to <destination>.

· rm <files>: delete <files>.

· gedit <filename>: edit <filename> with a notepad-like text editor.

Configuring Network Settings

As with the Windows systems, the Linux machine will be assigned an IP address from the 190.111.<pod #>.0 network and will use the Windows 2003 server for DNS and the router as its default gateway. If you are unable to open any applications after changing the network settings, you may have to logout and log back in (as root). Also, some of the computers in the lab have two network interfaces. If you are unable to access the network from Linux, try plugging the network cable into the second network card. 

1. Open Applications->System Settings->Network.

2. Set the IP address, subnet mask, and default gateway.

a. Double-click on eth0 in the list of devices in the Devices tab.

b. Select Statically Assign IP addresses.

c. IP address:  190.111.<pod #>.3.
d. Subnet mask:   255.255.255.0.

e. Default Gateway:   190.111.<pod #>.254.

3. Set the DNS Server.

a. Click the DNS tab.

b. Set the primary server to 190.111.<pod #>.1.

c. Verify that the hostname is Pod<#>Linux.pod<#>.edu.
4. Click Activate to enable the eth0 interface.
(Note: if you are unable to open a terminal after doing this, click Actions->Logout and re-login as root.)

