Instructions for Possible Paper Topics

You want to write a short paper (4 pages with 1.5 inch spacing) briefly describing an important mathematics or science topic. For example, if you pick a person, give a brief biographical sketch and discuss his or hers contribution to their particular field. If you pick a cipher to describe, give an example (if possible) of how you would encrypt or decrypt a message using this method. If you want, you can work in pairs (no more than 2 people) and write about a topic. If you decide to do this, I would expect you to write a 7 page paper on the topic. I would like you to have at least two sources (the textbook can possibly be one). The paper should have 1.5 inch spacing and typed (using Microsoft Word, for example). If you use Microsoft Word and your paper requires mathematical symbols, I can help you with this. The paper will be due by Friday, November 30th .

Some Possible Topics for your Paper

1. Sir Isaac Newton and his contribution to the development of calculus.
2. Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz and his contribution to the development of calculus.

3.
Reed-Solomon Codes – the process of using error correcting codes to transmit reliable information for satellites. (I can help you learn about this is you are interested in this topic). 
4.
Cryptography – the science of secret message writing. . (I can help you learn about this is you are interested in this topic).
5.
Alan Turing’s life and contribution in computer science
6.
Albert Einstein’s life and contributions in mathematics and physics.
7.
A famous chemist of your choice.
8.
A famous physicist of your choice.
9.
A famous biologist of your choice.
10.
A famous computer scientist for your choice.
11.
A famous geologist of your choice.
