Instructions for Possible Paper Topics

You want to write a short paper (4 pages) briefly describing an important mathematical topic. If you pick a person, for example, give a brief biographical sketch of the person and discuss his or hers contribution to number theory (if they don’t have a contribution, just say that in the paper). Another option is to pick a chapter we haven’t covered in class and write up your paper with the major topics in the chapter (with proofs and examples). The only chapters I am certain to cover the rest of the semester is Chapters 12, 16-18, and 32 (I will probably go back and do 14 and 15 if we have time).  Below is a list to look for topics. If you want, you can work in pairs (no more than 2 people) and write about a topic. If you decide to do this, I would expect you to write a 8 page paper on the topic. The paper should be done with 1.5 spacing and typed (using Microsoft Word, for example). Microsoft Word should have an equation editor that allows you to put in mathematical symbols. If you have trouble with the equation editor, I can help you with this.

Some Possible Topics for your Paper

1. p. 25 Exercise 1 in text has a list of prominent mathematicians you can report on.

2. p. 118 Exercise 6 in text talks about important methods for factoring large numbers 


that you will see the importance of when we study the RSA cryptosystem.

3.
Other chapters that we do not cover in class.

