	NICKNAME: Sigma K, Sig Kap, SK, Snakes
FOUNDED: Colby College, November 9, 1874
CHAPTER NAME: Lambda
SYMBOL: Dove and Pearl
FLOWER: Violet
COLORS: Lavender and Maroon
OPEN MOTTO: One Heart, One Way
MAGAZINE: Sigma Kappa Triangle


	Vision:
The vision of Sigma Kappa is to be a premiere Sorority, forever achieving excellence in our chapters and among our members and positively influencing the lives of others.
Mission:
Sigma Kappa Sorority is a social organization of collegiate and alumnae women committed to promoting the ideals of lifelong friendship, intellectual and spiritual fulfillment and service for the greater good.
Purpose:
The purpose of Sigma Kappa Sorority is to unite its members in a bond of sincere friendship for the development of character and the promotion of social, literary, and intellectual culture to support and further the program [image: image1.png]


and objectives of the colleges where its chapters are functioning; to strive for high standards of acheivement-scholastically, socially, and spiritually and to make a constructive contribution to the communities in which its collegiate and alumnae clubs are located by encouraging the exercise of the rights and obligations of good citizens and the support of worthwhile civic, social, and philanthropic projects.
History:
Sigma Kappa Sorority was founded at Colby College in Waterville, Maine on November 9, 1874. Colby College was the first college in New England to admit women on an equal basis with male students. The first female student was admitted in 1871, and for two years Mary Caffrey Low was the only woman at Colby College. In 1873, four more young women from Maine, [image: image2.png]


Elizabeth Gorham Hoag, Ida Fuller, Frances Mann and Louise Helen Coburn were admitted to Colby and the five young women found themselves together frequently. During the school year of 1873-74, the five young women decided to form a literary and social society. They were told by the college administration that they needed to present a constitution and bylaws with a petition requesting permission to form Sigma Kappa Sorority. Their purpose at the outset was that the sorority should become what it is now, a national organization of college women. On November 9, 1874 the five young women received a letter from the faculty approving their petition. Thus, this date has since been considered our Founder's Day.
In our first constitution, chapter membership was limited to 25. The original group was known as the Alpha chapter and as our sorority grew, Beta chapter and Gamma chapter were also established at Colby College. Early records indicate that the groups met together. But in 1893, the Sigma Kappa members voted to fill Alpha chapter to the limit of 25 and to initiate no more into Beta and Gamma chapters. Eventually, the second and third chapters would vanish from Colby campus. Finally, Sigma Kappas realized if the organization was going to continue to grow, it had to expand beyond the walls of Colby College.
In 1904, Delta chapter was installed at Boston University. Elydia Foss of Alpha chapter had transferred to Boston and met a group of women who refused to join any of the other groups on campus. Elydia took the necessary steps to make Sigma Kappa a national sorority and it was incorporated in the state of Maine on April 19, 1904. Their new status as a national sorority made Sigma Kappa eligible to join the National Panhellenic Conference.
The Sigma Kappa Chapter at CAL is the 11th chapter, also known as Lambda Chapter.


 

